The Story of British Diplomacy
so long as they were held by their first occupants, continued at wan Shelburne, early habituated to Imperial thought, occasionally had a soul above the dull drudgery of domestic detail. The king's personal favourite, the regular intermediary between the court and the cabinet, he used his opportunities at the palace to acquaint the sovereign with his ideas of the way in which the Foreign Office did Its work. George IIL's idea of being a real king was to set the ministers he disliked at loggerheads. The offices of Permanent and Parliamentary Undersecretary were not formally constituted till much later. Fox, however, contrived to find a subordinate place in his department for the author of The Rivals. The new Foreign Office employee was not to be its only eighteenth-century official who wrote for the stage. He was, however, the only one who at any period discharged at the same time the duties of Foreign Secretaryship and of theatrical management. In Cleveland Row Sheridan did exactly what his chief told him. At Drury Lane, he saw that Fox had the best box in the house. The story of The School for Scandal having been written on Foreign Office paper is, of course, a myth exploded by the fact that Sheridan's dramas had been composed some time before his connection with the Foreign Office began.
The primitiveness of its departmental organisation when Fox became head of the Foreign Office is suggested by the many offers of diplomatic help which he received from volunteers who knew nothing of official life, but who were in the way of picking up much that the Foreign Minister might like to hear. These overtures were periodically renewed
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